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Speaking life into investment decisions

Our purpose at Atleha is to help ordinary South Africans save and invest for a  
better tomorrow.

We do this through Financial Sector Code (FSC)-compliant awareness and interactive 
education programmes focused on retirement fund trustees, management committee 

members and fund members. With education initiatives, such as this short article, we aim 
to provide summarised and simplified technical content as it relates to retirement funds.

We would like to thank Prescient and the ASISA Foundation for funding this  
short article series.

Infrastructure investment is an important tool to create jobs, propel economic recovery, and 
position our economy for sustainable growth. A number of local and international initiatives and 
resources are available to investors. This final article in our series on infrastructure investments 
highlights three resources that may be of interest to retirement funds.

Do you have a question that you would like us to address in a subsequent article? 
If so, please send your questions or suggestions for article topics by email to:  

info@atleha-edu.org

INFRASTRUCTURE RESOURCES FOR  
RETIREMENT FUNDS

The South African government 
adopted a National Infrastructure 
Plan in 2012 that intends to transform 
our economic landscape, while 
simultaneously creating significant 
numbers of new jobs, and to 
strengthen the delivery of basic 
services. The plan also supports the 
integration of African economies.

This document is a high-level 
summary of the National Infrastructure 
Plan. It sets out the challenges 
South Africa needs to respond to in 
planning and developing enabling 
infrastructure that fosters economic 
growth.

More recently, government 
has announced the establishment 
of Infrastructure South Africa. 
Infrastructure South Africa will play 
a coordinating role and serve as the 
conduit to develop all government 
infrastructure projects that require 
funding from the fiscus.

Source: 
http://www.economic.gov.za/downloads/
presidential-infrastructure-coordinating-
commission/#piccbook
Further PICC resources: 
http://www.economic.gov.za/picc 

SOUTH AFRICA’S NATIONAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN

RESTARTING ECONOMIES WITH  
INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT

More than ever, many countries are faced with 
the need to invest in updated infrastructure 
to support growing populations; address 
inequities in the distribution of infrastructure 
services – from transportation to healthcare; 
and decarbonise their industries. 

Voices on Infrastructure, Restarting 
Economies with infrastructure investment 
(January 2021) is a collection of insights 
on restarting economies with infrastructure 
investment published by the Global 
Infrastructure Initiative (GII). 

Source: 
https://www.globalinfrastructureinitiative.com/sites/default/files/voices/edition/pdf/GII-
January-2021-Voices_0.pdf
Further GII resources: https://www.globalinfrastructureinitiative.com/about 

Voices on Infrastructure

Restarting economies  
with infrastructure 
investment
 
January 2021

PRIMER ON RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT IN 
INFRASTRUCTURE

This publication by the Principles for 
Responsible Investment (PRI) clarifies key 
concepts of responsible investment in private 
infrastructure equity and debt, and how the six 
Principles apply to infrastructure. 

The PRI defines responsible investment 
as “an approach to investing that aims 
to incorporate environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) factors into investment 
decisions, to better manage risk and generate 
sustainable, long-term returns”.

Source:
https://www.unpri.org/infrastructure/primer-on-responsible-investment-in-
infrastructure-/2700.article
Further PRI resources: https://www.unpri.org/investment-tools/alternative-
investments/infrastructure

PRIMER ON RESPONSIBLE 
INVESTMENT IN 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

An investor initiative in partnership with UNEP Finance Initiative and UN Global Compact

On 26 February National Treasury announced draft amendments to Regulation 28 of the Pension Funds Act to encourage 
investment in infrastructure. Treasury has invited public comment on the amendments until 29 March 2021. You can access 

the Government Gazette where the draft amendments were published via this link: https://bit.ly/3uHeyZ7


